
 

Data Sheet about the Old English Sheepdog 

 

General 

 

Other Names  OES, Bobtail, Bob 

Dog Group 
Kennel Club

Pastoral 

Breed 
Classification

Old English Sheepdogs belong to the pastoral group and are now popular for 
companionship, showing and obedience trials. 
 
 
 
 
 



Cost of Ownership 
 

Average Food 
Cost

$15-20 per week 

Feeding 
Requirements

As puppies care must be taken to follow the breeder's recommended diet sheet to 
ensure the correct nutrients are given to promote healthy bones. OES's are not 
fussy eaters and, indeed, considering their size, are not big eaters. 

 

Other 
Expenses

The purchase price of a puppy is around $1000US / £500 / $1400CAN / $850AU. 
The grooming can work out expensive if you have to get it done professionally but 
you can learn to do it yourself. 

Average 
Puppy Price

$1000-1600, £500-800, $1400-2000CAN, $850-1500AU 

Lifespan 9 - 15 years 
The OES will live for 12 to 13 years. 

Average Litter 
Size

8 
Litter sizes can vary from 1 to 12 puppies, but the average is 8. 

General 
Physical 

Description

Old English Sheepdogs are distinctive the world over with their long, shaggy coats 
covering thickset bodies. Their eyes appear to be totally covered but their vision is 
never impaired. From behind, their walk is a bear-like roll and when trotting show 
effortless extension with a powerful drive from the hindquarters. 

 Height Min Max 

 Bitch 56cm (22") 66cm (26") 

 

 Dog 61cm (24") 71cm (28") 
 

 Weight Min Max 

 Bitch 30kg (66lbs) 40kg (88lbs) 

 

 Dog 36kg (79lbs) 46kg (101lbs) 
  

Size Category Large 

Weight Height 
Range

Bitches measure 56cms at the withers, dogs 61cms; there are no upper height 
limits. Bitches' weight starts at 30kgs, dogs at 36kgs. Again no upper weights can 
be given, it will depend on the size of the animals. 

Ailments Hip Dysplasia is a real problem in this breed and screening of both parents is a 
must! Wobbler syndrome is also reported and is usually apparent between 3 - 12 
months of age. This can result in total quadriplegia. Deafness is also known in some 
lines. Care must be taken in grooming to catch any skin or coat problems early on. 
Less commonly reported are juvenile cataracts and prepubertal vaginitis which 
usually clears with the first oestrous cycle. 



Common 
Ailments

 
Deafness 
Skin & coat problems  

Susceptibility 
To Illness

Low 

Other 

 

History Despite the name 'Old English', records do not confirm that the breed is either 'Old' 
or all 'English'. The breed emerged in England in the mid 1700's and it seems likely, 
given its characteristics, that it is linked to ancient herders, including the 
Bergamasco, the Bearded Collie, the Briard and the Armant. The nickname 'Bobtail' 
is significant in its history. In England in the 18th century, tax exemption was 
granted to drover dogs, which helped drive the herds to market. To mark these 
dogs, their tails were docked. OES's were excellent at this job because of their 
eagerness and weather-resistant coats. However no one in these days groomed the 
dogs and they were sheared annually along with the sheep. The farmers' wives 
spun the dog shearings as well as the sheep's wool into warm clothing. In 1873, the 
breed made its first appearance in a British Show and demand was soon to follow in 
America, Canada and other countries around the world. 

Intelligence This is an intelligent breed who needs firm handling during training to overcome 
their strong wills. However, they do want to please their handler. Early training is 
imperative to control the breed's boisterous behaviour. 

Show 
Characteristics

Pigmentation should be black. Their coats should be shaggy without being curly and 
have a hard texture, with a water-resistant undercoat. The head should be rather 
square with a well-defined stop. The jaws should be strong with a complete scissor 
bite. The eyes should be set well apart and can either be dark or wall, although two 
blue eyes are acceptable. Their ears are small and carried flat against the head. 
The neck should be fairly long, strong and gracefully arched merging into well laid 
back shoulders. The shoulders should not be loaded. The dog should stand lower at 
the withers than at the loin with a rather short back. The forelegs should be perfectly 
straight with plenty of bone and the loin sturdy and broad. The second thigh should 
be long and well developed. The feet should be small, round, and tight. The tail 
should be docked as close as possible to the body. 

Country Of 
Origin

Great Britain 

Famous 
Examples

'Dulux' Dog 

Records Held  
 
\ 
 



Characteristics 

 

Energy High 

Overall 
Exercise

> 2 hours per day. 
Bobtails need owners who are dedicated to giving them a lot of exercise although 
care must be taken when they are puppies to ensure no bone problems develop 
through over-exercise. 

Distress 
Caused if Left 

Alone

Low 

Personal 
Protection

Medium 

Suitability As 
Guard Dog

High 

Risk of Sheep 
Worrying

High 

Tendency to 
Bark

Medium 

Ease of 
Transportation

High 

Level of 
Aggression

Low 

Compatibility 
With Other 

Animals

High 

Suitable For 
Children

High 

General 
Character And 
Temperament

Old English Sheepdogs are cheerful extroverts and make superb family 
companions. They have lovely natures but can be excitable and rough when 
playing, therefore care must be taken when young children are involved. They will 
join in every possible activity with enthusiasm. They are fearless and make excellent 
guard dogs, especially with their resonant bark which is sufficient to frighten off any 
intruder. They will however, get on well with other animals and dogs. Being as social 
as they are, visitors will be warmly welcomed. 
 
 
 



Grooming  

Coat Length Medium/Long 

Grooming 
Requirement

Every Day 

Trimming Frequent 

Requires 
Professional 

Groomer

True 

Grooming Grooming needs are great and should be started from a very young age. When 
puppies shed their adolescent coats, it is imperative that you spend the necessary 
time to ensure the old coat does not become matted with the new one. If left for any 
length of time, the coat can become so matted that the only solution is to clip which 
defeats the purpose of owning a long-haired dog! Regularly check the inside of their 
ears and remove dirt and excess hair to prevent infections setting in. Ensure their 
claws are kept short and clip them as necessary. Any excessive hair between the 
pads on the feet should also be trimmed regularly. Owning an OES is extremely 
hard work and time-consuming, it is not always like the advert shows: they 
constantly shed their coats, their pads must be checked after every outing to ensure 
nothing is stuck to the hairs and they  

Colour In color OES can be any shade of grey, grizzle, blue or blue merle with or without 
white markings. Browns and fawns can also be seen. 

Shedding Heavy 

Suffers From 
Allergies

 

Tendency to 
Cause 

Allergies
 

 


